228      Pioneers in Tropical America

manor of East Coker as an assistant manager of a plan-
tation in Jamaica. He was then about twenty-two years
old, and had never been in the West Indies, and there-
fore, "lest he might be trepanned and sold as a servant
after his arrival in Jamaica " (apparently a common prac-
tice where all young and inexperienced persons were
concerned), he agreed to work his passage out there as
a seaman.

The ship on which he had embarked, though bound
for Jamaica, was carried by the trade wind farther south;
and, after sighting Barbados, passed along the Windward
Islands, calling at St. Lucia. Here the crew bought
bananas, pineapples, and sugar cane from the Carib In-
dians. Eventually they reached the south coast of Jamaica,
and Dampier went direct to Spanish Town, the ancient
capital, then and now called "Sanf lago de la Vega",
On his way thither he passed through plantations where
cacao trees were growing. He only stayed, however, for
six months at the plantation of which he had been appointed
assistant manager, afterwards transferring his services to
another planter at St. Anne's, on the north side of the
island. He rode across Jamaica along a route, now well
known to tourists, which passes round the base of Mount
Diablo. But he was clearly out of his element as a planter,
so he sailed round the island to Port Royal and entered
the service of a master of coasting vessels. This led to
his engaging himself to sail to the Bay of Campeche, on
the western side of the great peninsula of Yucatan, to cut
and load logwood, in defiance of the Spaniards and their
prohibitions.

The little ship on which Dampier sailed had brought
a cargo of rum and sugar to sell to the logwood cutters,
or rather to exchange for logwood. The cutters came on